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 ‘FREATMENT OF CROUP. 


x 


{Tux following is the original statement which we published three years 
ego on this interesting subject. It first appeared in the London Lancet, 
end is from the pen of Mr. Surgeon Kemble, of Knowle, in Warwick- 
shire. The success of this gentleman is represented to have been great. ] 


have also, at times, abuadance of bastard croup. It is unnecessary here 
to dwell upon the symptoms, which, under the name of the former, do, 
with the ordinary treatment, so often lead to a fatal termthation ; but there 


ihe af cor ta the treatment ; and death 
appears to me to be produced, at least in the ity of instances, not 
violence of the peculiar lar in ion, nor by 


real by not goeraly the of 
| jure mem is not cause 

after croup, where an opening has been left, such as to 
to think it adequate to the further prolongation 


LE 


j 
i 
i 


jon t by mucous membrane, | 
limited as to leave but slight traces after death, should pro- 


complex condition which we denomi 


eM io cas GeNeoggue 4 POSTION 


7 In this district, the croup, sp, from local causes, is 7 prevalent ; end 
to witpess more specimens than commonly occur to one person. We 
attention worn “the results would fer otherwise than 
ond dnge of wich the patie and he mera are 
rapidity w ic meri ion are 
ve. 
directly owing to the spasm which is obvious) . and j 
the tube ted, but rather ent to its site ; 
te most grievous, rapid, and fatal, in which the inflammatory 
is 
supported by analogy, and wou a very remarkable occurrence 
isto of ai . "I refore led to conclude, that. the peculiar 
te inflammation, is not, in croup, 


ity, e), 
forbid irritability, Occurring in the muscular an musculo-ligamentous 
which we call spasm. Without canvassing their specific nature and dif- t 
ference, or the reciprocal power of each to produce the other in every 
case, it is evident that spasm is of very frequent occurrence in textures 
immediately subjacent to an inflamed organ, or ‘axsoclated with it ia 
egemples ; and the levator, the acceleritores, and the sphincters, are ex- 
frequent abd irregular contractions. The 
In the part attacked by the the natural contract 
the rectum and urethra ; the apparatus is more: complicated ; the func- 
fon is vitel. A brief interruption, in the other cases bat of little moment, 
is her Py the tpansio of the great pulmonary receptacle an ob 
: itacle to the return from the head ;'from that c ) an increased portion. 
of the ascending current, unable to penetrate the cranium, is diverted 
by. the superior laryngeal branches, the parts before oppressed and 
the reflected, consequence of the contraction of the aperture ‘of the 
| ation of the mucous | T that ‘secondary effect is productive of 
still further spasm, and, after shh on ae ysms, each depressing still 
wreath, and laboring at the heart, the little subject. is destro wee 
maintain the organic stimulation requisite for thie continuance of ‘thost 
| fanetions which visible that sts 
| nation, the non-petformance of which, in the very last act, is petheps 
! mainly to be referred to the Presence of mucus, and iti some degree, 
Perhaps, tothe peculiar inthe and 
tom preceding vow it follows, that ‘were it’ possible; by the main- 
sepance of harcotization, by the free use antispasmodics, or by theit 
joint effect. the removal Of spasin, to prevedt any vext- 
3 directly from the inflammatory ‘process, its course 
ould be rend probably te-approach to the 
ture of the common catarthal affection, cto My sh it always appears to 
commence. Time would be gained to establish some control over the 
ordinary means ; and for the removal or consolidation 
of the it be freely ‘trusted to her own resoufces. A 
trial of considerable magnitude hes convinced tie that this view is sub- 
stantially correct. The supposition of the important influence of spesm, 


of Croup. 28 
otherwise unaccountable. I am of opinion, le wi symptoms 
of the malady are attributable to the spasm only ; that there is not any- 
ing in the specific nature of the action present, nor in the parts affect- 
ed (excepting their great readiness to take on spasm), which should 
necessarily produce a very heavy mortality ; and I feel satisfied that if; 


instead of combating inflammation, we resolutely, and from the commence- 
ment, address ourselves to subdue spasm, the termination of the 
majority of the.cases of croup will be far other than it has been. 
events, I can state distinctly, that in my hands the subjoined 
been so remarkably fortunate, that I have scarcely seen a fatal case 


never bleed or blister a child in ; I have never thought it requisite 
to do so, since I have adopted the alluded to, although such an auxi- 
practice would be in no other respect incompatible, than as tending 


The treatment I allude to consists in 
' confining the child to ¢ uniform and rather warm temperature, giving af 


emetic of ipecacuanha, and, in an hour after, commencing the follo 


mixture :— 
R. Rad. Valerian. Pulv. Sij. OD 
Oxymel Scille Si. 
| Tinct. Opii gtt: xx. 
Aq. Dist. 31... M. 
- Padminister a teasp every hour, if the child is from two to five 


years old : if from five to every five-and-forty minutes, so as to 


of the numerous procedures which are 


of Daten Maa and gil 
Sir,—About thirty years ago ‘when. my attention was turned par- 
ticularly to the subject, the croup was justly considered, according to 


las DeeCL nas Deen success m ine 
other ata — have been apprised of 
possesses the rare advantage no upon 
strength ; for I have fi seen a By; and, to all appearance, 
as well as ever, on the thi , after having all the symptoms of 
true croup. And it may well be demanded, Of how few children could 
that be said, to the ordinary treatment 
the orm, bestering the surface the neck, applying caustic to the fauces, 
drastic purging, calomel by cart-loads, and antimony ‘ ueque ad nauseam, 
Wi} 
nt, antispasmodic effects Of the squill and valerian, unt the symptom 
are removed, which worm Hw pe in ten or twelve hours, and which 
I have never seen protracted beyond eight-and-forty. On their subsi- 
dence, I have, in general, given a brisk dose of calomel and jalap. 
This plan will also’ be found exceedingly efficient in hooping cough 
and I can state, that when it is uncomplicated with tubercular | 


proportions senega. 


only transient, As soon as this occurs, from three to five grains of 


= 2, 


combined with three to five minims of laudanum, or a sixth toa 


a of ad t 
the force of the disease yields, or catharsis | 


resembling melted lead or melted tin. | 


also well to give regularly, every hour, as much tincture of san- 

08 senega, @s can well be borne without vomiting. 

the disease is broken up by the first emetic, which is sometimes 
to 


ith 
ith senega, without calomel. But 


opium, 


» is indispensable in either case, if 


to arrive at anything like certainty in the treatment. 
i needless 


to remark, that we avail ourselves, meron Bee 
warm or hot bath, fomentations, liniments, 
a of all the common adjuvants 


the practice of that day, es one of the most incurable of all acute, febrile 
diseases. Probably not more than one patient in six recovered from 
the complaint. At the present time, though it is a malady that demands 
the earliest and closest attention, and consequently is sull very danger- 
ous, yet when circumstances are favorable for putting the most approved 
ee dependence is now upon acrid, deobstruent emetics, 
Wen alld chill under croup, would insanty give 
from half a scruple to a scruple of calomel, to be immediately followed 
by an emetic of the following mixture. 
R, Tinct. inar. Canad. 
Polygal. Seneg. 3 ij. 
Poly. Selph. Zine, 3ij. M. 
_ Half an ounce of this mixture is to be administered perseveringly, ev 
five minutes, till free vomiting ensues. Instead of the calomel which 1 
: previously give, some eminent practitioners add three or four grains of 
turbeth mineral, as an efficient deobstruent, to the first dose of acrid 
The ion, also, admits of a considerable varia- 
to lessen 
a ium are till the reco is established. 
necessary to repeat emetic, occas agg sant symp- 
tom supervening, till there is ej @ certain of glairy mucus, 
| which, from its 
It's 
oless 
odes iformly under the effect of opium 
the antirritant t ium. 
ield easily to calomel and opium, 
without any emetic ; and inaria, 
in 
circumstances, of the , 
pisms, epispastics, dic. | 


Smallpos at Dedham. 25 
_ The outline of this treatment is to be found ir. 


they fail, they be attended with peculiar irritati which i 
fail, are apt to be att with a irritation, 
generally as “a as the original disease 


CASES OF SMALLPOX AT DEDHAM. , 
(Tus attention of the public has been recently drawn to cases of this 
disease at Dedham, and the profession will find below an authentic history 
of them, which was sent us for publication in this Journal, by Dr. Stimson, 
the physician under whose care the patients were placed.—Eb. } 992 
Observations on Variola, Varioloid, and Vaccina, with Cases. 
JEREMY Stimson, of Dedham. 


seen either, and that number is yearly increasing. ‘There has not beena 
case of the former in this town, during forty years, previously to the one 
now described ; of the latter, we have no evidence of its ever having 
before appeared. I would also add, that I had not seen a case of variola 
since I was in the hospital, forty years since, then a lad of but ten years 
of age, and never one of varioloid until the appearance of the present 


case 

Sunday evening, Jan. 6, 1833, I was called to James Cook, a ) 
man of good constitution and habits, 
i e 


head, back and Io back it was so severe, that w 
* The importance of opium ia is also distinctly noticed in Dr. Essay on Fevers, 1683. 


has long been well understood in many parts of this 


on Sanguinaria Canadensis (American Medical Recorder, Vol. 13, Jan. 
1828).* It has been successfully practised by the most eminent physi- 
cians in this State, between twenty and thirty years ; so that in this sec- 
tion of the country, croup, among the physicians who know how to treat 

X. e are to dis wit ing ; and we con- 
F der antimonials, in. eve shape, as the most doubtful not to 

1810, with very decided success, at a time when the croup was so pre- 
valent that it amounted to a kind of epidemic. 

I have but one further remark. In no disease are greater resolution, 
decision, and firmness, demanded. If the physician has the weakness to ; 
ium, than he is of the 
disease, he can never be 00 treat this malady with success, but 
will be ever liable to lose a majority of his patients. Senex. 

Connecticut, February, 1833. 

[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. } 
In the description of the symptoms and appearances of the following 
cases of smallpox and varioloid, I have been very minute, as there are 
few in the under of who have ever 
that the da vious he had felt weak, languid and depressed ; that day 


& 


The, Smallpox ot Dedham. 
I -had i ic its 
I desired thet all ing 
b uber aad Beny, 
measure 10, prevent. 
Night > brain stil 2, 
trunk, ends 
when 1 spoke to him. Had taken wine, beet 
dark. purple... Ds at, half past | 


The Suialipoe at Dedham: 
“The cause of this fatsl disease is stil « mystery. All the facts we can 
substantiate, are the following.. He has in the family of Mrs. Ames, 
eee aut the Last September he visited his parents in Vermont, and 
‘about the middle of October. I questioned him on the subject ; 
he answered me, I have no doubt, truly. Said he bud never had either 
or ki + during his visit to his friends, had not heard the 
! named one ; brought home no articles of clothing other 
than he carried. fh hi, with the exception of @ ir or two of stock- 

domestics aver that all his-ehirts, stockings, ke. wore washed by thom, 
the week of his'return. This was nearly three months before the com- 
tmencement of his sickness. He had been absent from Dedham but once 
bis veturn from Vermont ; that was to the City of Boss, On 
10th of December, and he returned the same day. \fter his death I learned 
from the family that he purchased a second: camlet cloak at a slop 

| ia Boston, at this visit, and wore it, they believe, for the first time, 

; following. We found a bill of the slop shop, but not of the j 
cloak, among his papers. I have attempted to trace this fact, by calling 
the shop snewering to the bill from hie pockst:book recollect 
of the shop were in t 

to , We ink it quite as 
some person; passing. the town with 
the eruption of varioloid upon him, whom : met and spoke 
with, as in any other way. ) 
Case Il.—Hayden Austin, of constitution and regular habits, — 
90, with on Friday wight, Janvery 11, i 
wht. Nesey Left Saturday morning, before 
arrival. It will be recollected was the mornizg 1 pronosnced Cook's 
| @isease variola, - Austin had the vaccine, about ten years before, but‘had 
twelve days from the time of exposure, was 
in heed, back and limbs, pulse quickened, skin dry; taken together, 
family, any appeared, to me. as 
cally ; thete was uo efflorescence. On the forehead, neck, mn or | 
between the shoulders, there were a few red points, about twenty in all, 
resembling a flea-bite, or the true vaccine vesicle on the third day. Not 
one had a hard bese or watery point. Those forehead I repeatedly 
rolled under my finger, and pressed the ; the 
others I took between my thumb and as rolled them under 
the finger ; the only sensation was a little fulness or rising of the part. 


in, control, overpower and completel 
In the family of Mrs. A. (with the exception of herself, who had 


a 


recommended 
several 


the one in w 


vaccine matter could 


nana 


parish, 


Dedham 
» in districts, at their 


The Smalipoz at Dedham, 
were nine grown persans ; 
ing Cook’s entire sickness, death aod 
pssible to the contagion from its | 
yiously had kinepock, and one of 
having been vaccinated twenty-five. 
sician, and bad asore arm. I was perf 

the arm now vaccinated, that the 
vase, as the latter was as perfect, in 
j.. ‘The other one had a good 
naga inoculated, and had no 
it. twiee,or been previously tested ; 
3,and two, es the result proved, sever 
was (pronounced variola. 
tested) were vaccinated on the 
h matser, this being as soon as the fre t 
*n in go small a quantity that I could 
en tested. The inoculation of 
ye: whe, were wholly unprotected, but thet of ay 
ning, Jan,,.14,, the time the vaccine took effect, will, 
dat prove that five and.a half days had expired since I di- 
orescence, and six full days, if the nurse tells truly (which 
a to doubt), who avers that she perceived it the evening 
1g 1 did, not visit the patient, All these, persons, 
He pret and cones 
one exhibiting the s! symptom, even of verigloid. 
He is the person who had varioloid. His wife, spent freee ontnes 
in the sick man’s room, and then retarned to ber family of two pc 
children, one a pursliog, Astin, od stor, were 
the scab the same Saturday night as the others. This inoculation failed in 
both Austin and wife, but. took effect in the sister. On the follow: 
with fresh matter ; the father preferring that, although it took every 
| quilt L had, leering none for. The test inoculation of the sister, the 
perfect arms of and Austin him- 

| self was the only one, of all who had exposed, tbat had not beea | 

| tested, and he alone had varioloid, ; 

| _ To. prevent the of x, the superintendents of vaccination 

the vaccination throughout 

as soon as @ 

h. is termed old 

by. the. physician who hed inoculated them, to be tested by another 

| vaccination. In consequence of this recommendation, and the great > 2 

| alerma, I re-vaccinated, in the course of a week, upwards of » hundred, and | 
| 


The Smalipor at Dedham. 


different and distinct 


four 
more clearly understood, [ shall divi 
here greatest 
ture, 
day, a 
on 


4 


| 


31 
| vations. Theit 
: which, to make mysel 
classes, and describe ¢ 
in what I term the first 
serted, presented, on th 
lively “red, and then gradually faded 
conic not so lively a t y 
few days was Some of this class merely 
had taken, itched a little, and was gone. 
| - The second class somewhat resembled a push boil, rec 
oS is, the same day of the introduction of the 
i ra v angry, and 7 
a little longer, and as it faded intolerably. 
r The third class somewhat resembled a carbuncle ; it car 


$8 The at Dedham. 

the first inoculation, by the examination of the scar ; when that 
distinct, in Lae mee with little star-like i 

dent the sy and another vaccination 


are waistaken, we tok, and the scar wholly deceptive; for in every 
we scar v 

we found an arm of the fourth class, 
it t in almost every instance’ with the appearance above described 


fe of draw 


- 

if 


pig length of time has no tendency to diminish the effect of 
vel is deceptive, and not in the least 
a scar 


‘We would also add that our confidence in vaccina is perfect, when it 
is repeated until the variolous susceptibility of the system is } 


if ‘the ‘varioloid is one most likely 10 spread the smallpox 

land ; a disease so mild, that after the symptoms have dis- 

i ; a time when they have, unconsciously, a contagion 

would communicate that loathsome and fatal disease 


Ht 


as unconscious of the source whence it came, as it 
ae » as though i 


mith physicians, then, to be wary to repeat and extend as far as 
necessary the test inoculation, and all other experiments pertaining to 
as opportunity offers ; for it is demonstrably 


‘ar as Our experiment 4 Has DTOVeG 
but it is possible that some constitutions may require more, and we therefore 
to the inoculation until the arm shows the sys- 
- We think the kinepock a better protection against varioloid, then 
~  gmallpox the natural way or by inoculation. Our experiments, as far as 
the small'number of eight prove it, are conclusive that the test inocula- | 
tion: completely protects the system from that disease, and we know of | 
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NEW MEDICAL JOURNALS. 


Tue spirit of improvement among members of the medical tied 
evidently exists in a greater degree than in times past, and promises to 
effect something, perhaps we may say much, for the good of mankind. 
In few branches of human industry is there a more fertile field than that 
in which the physician labors. Cases are continually presenting them- 
selves in the practice of every one, that differ in important particulars from 
others that have occurred to him ; and each case demands a 

eye and a well-stored mind, both to discern its precise character, and 
bend to its peculiar form the usual mode of treating similar complaints. -For 
the accomplishment of these objects, the resources of the physician must 
be ample and at hand ; and that he may not be at fault, he should culti- 
vate habits not only of thinking, but of reading. His general profession- 
al knowledge must be kept up and advanced by an early acquaintance 
with the result of the researches of others; whilst an attentive e 

of their experience, so far as it is accessible, will furnish him with a fund 
of precedents that will be a light and a consolation to him in meeting the | 
ever-varying forms of disease that he must inevitably be called on to 
remove. It is in this last respect, as well as a means of general improve- 
ment, that medical men have found so much advantage from associating 
themselves in clubs, where each may relate, with minuteness and in con- 
fidence, any peculiar traits of disease that he shall have noticed ; and to 
the profession at large, scattered as they are on this side the Atlantic, 
over the fair face of a wide country, a like benefit accrues from the circula- 
tion of medical journals. It is therefore a subject for congratulation, per- 
ticularly with physicians who reside at a distance from each other, and 
have not the advantage of frequent association, when a new messenger 
is sent forth to bear the record of the experience of those who are en- 
gaged in the practice of the healing art. 

Within the past year we have become soquainted with two. waste of 
this description, and the acquaintance is now perhaps of sufficiently long 
standing to justify us in speaking of their merits. One of these is a monthly 
Medical Magazine, published in this city, under the editorial care of Drs. 
Pierson, Bartlett, and Flint. It ‘was commenced in July last, under 
favorable auspices, and such as ought, in our humble opinion, to at- 
tend the commencement of every work of a similar nature, designed to 
‘accomplish so important an end. The Journal in question did not come 


| 
| 


$4 New Medical Journals. 


out, as new periodicals are apt apt to, with all its glory on its front, and grad- 
ually become less and less attractive; but has improved as it has gone on, 
and contains, particularly the late numbers, much that may be read with 


. interest and advantage by the medical practitioner. We trust that its 


progress onward in improvement and usefulness may be uniform and per- — 
manent. The other Journal alluded to is the Western Medical Gazette, 
published semi-monthly at Cincinnati, Ohio, and edited by Drs. Eberle, 
Mitchell, Staughton and Bailey. The variety of cases found in this periodi- 
cal, and the practical bearing of most of its contents, are its principal cha- 
sacteristics. More perhaps needs not be said re- 
marks with which these brief notices are introduced. 
‘There consistency to be maintained: between the form and frequen- 
ey of the publication of a Journal, and the nature of its contents. This 
consistency is very well sustained in both the above-mentioned works ; 
so that the interest and value of the last are not diminished by the quar- 
terlies that we receive regularly from Lexington and Cincinnati, and the 
sontents of the first will be none the less novel or instructive to those who 
are‘in the habit of perusing periodicals of a lighter and more familiar 
eharacter. .A quarterly, a monthly, and a weekly, have each their own de- 
partment in the dissemination of medical facts and opinions ; and between 
them there is little if any more interference, than between a newspaper, 
@ literary magazine, and a grave and reverend review. Works of each 
class: are needed by the physician who would command the means of 
sasteining himself ia the high ranks of the profession ; whilst without 
them, the practitioner must depend too exclusively on his own personal 
observation, and will be apt to 
hind his more enterprising brethren. 
eal knowledge that are likely to be made serviceable tothe profession. 
Dr. Blappey, of Twiggs County, Georgia, has issued proposals for publish- 
itig‘a bi-monthly of about 150 pages, under the title of the Georgia Med- 
ical Reporter. There’ is now, we believe, no Medical Journal in the 
Southern States ; and it is a subject of congratulation that the deficiency 
‘ie Nikely evon to be supplied. Dr. S.,.it seems, has harbored an intention 
‘to get ‘up’ this work for the last six years. The spirit with which he 
now comes forward 
Belt fully convinced,” says Dr. S., ‘and persuaded 
usefuln fulness, ahd ‘necessity, of suc work 
longer hesitate, vacillate no more, nor wa- 
the hazard be even greater than I conceive it/to be ; Jet 
the fo0rd Tiscontt fall with desolation on my head ; let my fate be what it 
iscomfiture come when it will, I resolve to step forward, to ee 
of my object, tothe ofthe work, and the ou 


‘J 
‘ 
‘ 
if 
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Temperance Prize Questions. 


necessarily imposes. I trust; iowever, with a due senée 
of modesty with the, wpidt of a 


duties whieh it 


or rather a double number, of the Cholera Gazette. It is dated in No- 
vember, and numbered 15 and 16. This is the first intimation we have 
received of the existence of such a periodical ; and there is, in no- part of 
it, any intimation of the place, frequency, or terms of its publication, We 
can oaly’ say that these numbers contain, besides several statistical docu- 
ments, a very interesting and récherché Essay, on the Pathology of Cho- 
vania State Temperance Society has united with several benevolent 
dividuals, for the of raising a sum, as & premium, to be awarded 
dissertation, embracing the following questitas, 


What ia the the Srinit, and intro 
history of origin of Sits | 


2. What are ils ¢ iets upon the eniasal ? and 
» 3. Is there for ohich in or disease, in 
is not an substitute? 


Itis thal'the ream least $500, 
premiam of but 900 


uf write 

New York Cay, on the Ni, 
should have upon its title wccompanying or motto, 


‘vill be broken ; while all others, w ee a 
the disposal of their authors. 
The Board oftAdjudicators consists of — 
Journ C. Wanrex, M.D.; Profnser of Anetomy and Sorgery, Har 
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology Colum- 
mas 
--ria College, Washington, D.C. 
Roszar Va », President of the Pennsylvania State Temperance 


Society, 


at 
@ 
we 
awarded in 
4 


asain Professor of Yale. College 
Wiruas Senior Editor of the ‘ Genius of Temperance, 
WW Rinks, othe Board 


clases affected with intermittents. M. who was en- 


in the Thos ; and his report the gold 

in uence 

medal of the Ace dey, 1000, to M. 

seau, discovere ving added to materia medica indige. 

fons remedy, which will be found to be of the greatest value rao wherever 

ggues are endemic and the natives poor’, 

hot d of 

of yin Maine,—A bill is now. before the 


the legalization of the study of anatomy. 
shall be pleased, in case the bill becone'a law, ifisome of our fiends at 


C, Shattuck, M.D. George Wal- 

M.D,, Trustees, prize was awarded 


Dr. North’s | Fever.—We understand. thet. Dr. Elisha 

oa 


child-bed the brain 
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